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KLAMATH SUCKERS

Koptu - Shortnose sucker
(Chasmistes brevirostris)

C'waam - Lost River sucker
(Deltistes luxatus)

Klamath Largescale sucker
(Catostomus snyderi)
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SPAWNING

e MARCH — MAY

e |IN TRIBUTARIES AND SHORELINE
AREAS IN UKL

* IN GROUPS OVER GRAVEL IN
SHALLOW WATER

e A SINGLE FEMALE CAN LAY FROM
46,000 — 200,000 EGGS EVERY
YEAR




LARVAE AND JUVENILES

* LARVAE SWIM OUT AFTER ABOUT 3 WEEKS

e MOVE INTO NEAR-SHORE WETLAND AREAS WITHIN THE LAKE
e JUVENILES TAKE 3 TO 9 YEARS TO MATURE



SUCKERS WERE
IMPORTANT TO
KLAMATH AND
MODOC PEOPLES
FOR MILLENIA
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SUCKERS
CONTINUED
TO BE
IMPORTANT TO
THE KLAMATH
TRIBES IN
1900°S
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MULLET AID NEEDY
KLAMATH FALLS, Ore., March

22. WRP-—Many families here have
been bolstering the family larder

| with mullet, the spring run of theseé | co

| fish having started. Reservation|rou
| homes are scenes of industry w
| smoking and pickling them.

SUCKERS ALSO IMPORTANT TO EARLY
SETTLERS



OREGON SUCKER
IS DOOMED NOW

The diversion dam which §8 to be
constructed across Lost river at the
kap will mean the passing of the fa-
mous Lost river sucker, This suckor,
or mulliel, which Is its right name, has
heen famous nlong Lost river over since
the white man knew the country

writes n TWinmalh correspondent to the
I'ortland Oregonian.

Each spring the suckers have been

wont (o ran up the river teo thelr
spawning grounds about Bonanzh, and
during this time the peaplo living nlong
tho banks have caught them by tho
thousands,

When the dam is completed and the
wuters of the Tule' lnko dry up theso
fish will have no placo In which to re-
maln during most of tho year, and ns
the river Is to be diverted Into tho
Kiamath river what few of them hap-
pen to be above this dam when it Is
finished and the water turned out of
the old channel will loso themselves
in the waters of the Klamath and lakes
of this country.

THE IMPENDING
DEMISE OF
SUCKER
POPULATIONS
WAS PREDICTED
AS EARLY AS
1911
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BY 1970°S

e POPULATIONS IN LOWER KLAMATH LAKE AND TULE LAKE
HAVE BEEN DECIMATED DUE TO HABITAT LOSS



NON-NATIVE SPECIES ALSO INTRODUCED INTO
HABITATS
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LOST RIVER SUCKER AND
SHORTNOSE SUCKER WERE
LISTED IN 1988 GIVEN THE
DECLINES AND CONTINUING
THREATS TO THE SPECIES



CONTINUING THREATS

* ECOSYSTEM DEGRADATION & HABITAT LOSS
* LAKE
 WETLAND
e SPAWNING
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U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE ONGOING SUCKER SCIENCE

CAPTIVE REARING — KLAMATH FALLS NATIONAL FISH HATCHERY &
KLAMATH TRIBAL HATCHERY

HABITAT RESTORATION

MONITORING

INTERAGENCY COOPERATION

TRIBAL ENGAGEMENT






